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BLOSSOMING

The winner of 
Caribbean’s Next Top 

Model Cycle 2, 
Kittisha Doyle is as now as 
ubiquitous and radiant as a 
cluster of bougainvillea, the 
national flower of Grenada. 
Kered Clement experiences 
the blossoming of this new 

face, full of optimism 
following her recent victory.
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and told myself, there’s no room for fear. Do what you have to and if 
you can’t, somebody else will.’  

It’s hard to believe she’s a nineteen year old from the rural 
countryside who’s never left the island until now. Growing up with 
thirteen brothers and sisters could explain why she has the right traits 
to deal with clashing personalities and the competitive nature of the 
industry. Being responsible for her brothers and sisters at a young age 
has certainly equipped her with a level of maturity that would usually 
come at a later stage in life. 
     ‘To be honest, I didn’t really think about becoming a model,’ she 
confesses. ‘A friend in school convinced me to sign up for the 
Caribbean’s Next Top Model competition. I didn’t know where to 
turn at first, but when I thought about it more, it started to become 
something I became really determined to pursue.’ 

It was this determination and eagerness for self-improvement that 
CNTM Producer and Miss Universe 1998, Wendy Fitzwilliam, said 
was Kittisha’s ultimate weapon for success. 

From time to time her dialogue would change from that of light 
hearted to thought-provoking. As she collects her thoughts, I 
envision a model entrepreneur in the making, perhaps a cosmetics 
pioneer like Iman or a devoted activist like Yasmin Warsame. 

‘I would love to develop an organisation in Grenada that supports 
people and small business and helps them get on their feet. I find the 
capabilities of human beings fascinating and I want to be able to 
support skilled people. I’m also really passionate about setting up a 
modelling agency in Grenada,’ she reveals. ‘There’s a lot of potential 
here but I’ve noticed that aspiring models get mislead very easily. 
Ultimately, I want to provide better opportunities for young people 
with talent that will allow them to invest in themselves and build their 
dreams without being taken advantage of. We have so many big 
beautiful ideas here in Grenada, but they need to be channelled in the 
right place and platform.’

Kittisha is compelling, she’s like an open book you can’t put down 
and her infectious ‘can do’ attitude draws you in. We toast her 
successes thus far with freshly made golden apple juice. The waves 
lash against the restaurant dock, while diners steal a glance at her as 
they pass. She starts to speak more passionately about her upbringing 
and the opportunities she fought hard to get. Having thirteen 

brothers and sisters 
meant that her 
family couldn’t 
afford to support 
her through further 
education after high 
school.  

‘When I was 
growing up, I 
wanted to be a 
librarian and writer 
because I love 
books. My teachers 

recognised I had a talent in school and tried to push me further, but 
our family circumstances meant I couldn’t attend college or 
university.’

Her eloquence is the result of lots of reading and self teaching, 
which is admirable. We talked more about her eagerness to help and 
support the dreams of others and I wondered how she supported  
her own. 

‘The CNTM team was very accommodating to my circumstances 
and allowed me to do an interview via Skype. Before I knew it, I was 
flying to Barbados and in a houseful of hopeful contestants. When I 

got on the plane for the first time it really hit home. I was thinking 
to myself, is this really happening? I’m finally getting a little break.’

On December 22nd, proud Grenadians anxiously tuned into 
FLOW TV hoping they could uncross their fingers and start 
writing status updates decorated with patriotic hashtags. 

‘When I found out I won, I was extremely shocked. When they 
said my name I wanted to scream and cry, but I could barely do 
either because I was so stunned. When it finally sunk in, I thought 
to myself: Here I am, a little girl with a huge family and I actually 
made it, I showed people that I could do something and be 
somebody. People used to say I was too skinny, that I don’t eat and 
lots of hurtful things, but I certainly showed that I was able to rise 
above all their negativity and teasing.’ 

Kittisha overcame her childhood taunts by ignoring them and 
focusing on loving and appreciating herself so she asked me to 
share a special message with anyone who is going through similar 
experiences. 

‘If you’re getting bullied just remember that people who tease 
you are basically insecure. They see something in you that they 
can’t have and they can’t be, so they try to bring you down. Shake 
them off and remember that God made you that way and wouldn’t 
have put anything out of place.’ 
     As winner of Caribbean’s Next Top Model Cycle 2, Kittisha 
was awarded US$25,000 in cash, an international modelling 
agency contract with Mint Model Management NY and many 
other prizes. 

‘I’m looking forward to this experience and seeing what 
professional modelling in a large city is like. I want to learn 

Bandeau  
and Skirt by  
Always Leid 

t’s Market Day in St. George’s, the capital city of Grenada where 
Kittisha spent some of her childhood before moving near the 
coastline in St. Patrick at the Northern end of the island. 
Conductors with city bravado pile passengers onto buses, while 
vendors don gaping smiles to charm me with their goods. Amidst 
the bustle of town life, ripening papaya and roast corn, I spot a 
lean six foot figure adjusting the straps on her top, oblivious to 
the daily hustle. Her fidgeting draws attention to her slender 
physique and long legs, best described as a couture fashion 
illustration brought to life. It is clear that blending into the 
crowd is not an option for this rare beauty, who is right on par 
with the Afrocentric features of Alex Wek and towering limbs of 
Erin O’Connor. 
     An ice-breaking chuckled is brought on by an elderly man 
who shouts ‘Slim! How you tall so . . . you a model?’ Kittisha 
confidently responds with a proud ‘Yes!’ and bashfully informs 
me she gets that all the time wherever she roams. 

‘I’m always out and about, I had a lot of freedom growing up 
in the countryside. I’d put on my shoes and go roaming for the 
whole day. There I was, this little girl in the bush, walking around 
fascinated by tall trees; I never knew I’d be this tall too. When I’d 
find my way home, the question always used to be, ‘Kittisha 
where you come out?’, and my reply was always ‘in the bush.’ I 
was a total tomboy,’ she laughs. She stares out to the boats sailing 
into the harbour as she speaks, I sense she’s somewhat of a 
dreamer, with high hopes, which leaves me curious about her 
aspirations. 
     We settle into the nautical surroundings of Sail’s restaurant, 
located on the picturesque Carenage. She’s chatty and confident 
and wears an approachable smile, which broadens when she’s 
recognised by her fellow Grenadians. Kittisha sports a low fade 
with a curved hairline that frames her petite face. While 
inspecting the menu, she tells me about her lack of emotional 
attachment to hair and willingness to try new things, which 
explains why she was a strong contender among the CNTM2 
finalists from across the Caribbean. 

‘The most unforgettable challenge on the show was when I 
took the photograph with the snake around my neck. In my mind 
I was screaming, but I decided to think of it as a scarf so I could 
ace the challenge. I set my mind like that for the rest of the show 
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everything I can, then come back home and 
share it with aspiring models. I want to show 
the world what greatness Grenadians are 
capable of in the fashion industry. 
     It was reassuring to hear that Kittisha 
doesn’t plan on looking at the industry 
through rose tinted glasses. She is aware of the 
competition, dangers and hard work ahead 
and sees modelling as an opportunity to share 
her personality with people all over the world. 
‘In everything that I do following this win, I 
would like to encourage and help others, 
because I know what it feels like to have very 
little. Everybody needs a little push at some 
point in their life and I’m grateful to CNTM 
for this opportunity.’
     I decide to grab a photo opportunity 
with Ms. Doyle before she hits the industry 
by storm. Her astoundingly optimistic 
departing words were as follows… 
‘If you’re one of those people who think 
nothing special is going to happen to you, 
be positive because you never know when 
you’ll get the surprise of a lifetime.'
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